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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the RCE filed 1 0/29/2008. 

Claims 1-14, 16 and 18-29 are currently pending. Claims 1-14 and 16 
have been amended. Claims 15 and 17 have been cancelled. Claim 29 
has been added. Claims 1 and 16 are independent claims. 

Request Continuation for Examination 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 

1 .114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed 10/29/2008 has been entered. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Independent claim 1: 

• the phrase "first Interface" (line 10) should read "a first application 
programming interface"; and 

• the phrase "a second interface" (line 19) should read "a second 
application programming interface". 

Dependent claims 2-4, 6, and 7: The phrase "the first interface" (line 2) 
should read "the first application programming interface". 

Dependent claims 8-11: The phrase "the second interface" (line 2) should 
read "the second application programming interface". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
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person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 35 
U.S. C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at 
the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised 
of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 
35U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1- 16 and 18-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrew (US 2003/0074647, filed 10/12/2001) in view of 
Reynar(EP1091303A2, Date of Publication: 11/04/2001). 

As to claim 1 : 

Andrew teaches a computer-readable storage medium usable in a computer 
system for providing context information to an input method for enabling 
advanced input methods to achieve a higher accuracy recognition rate for 
input to application fields by providing an architecture that supports 
applications or forms to specify what type of text of text input they are 
expecting in their text fields [See the Abstract and U 0006], the computer- 
readable storage medium including computer-executable instructions, 
including: 

• an input mechanism for inputting text into plurality of text fields for 
an application [See U 0006, 0007, 0026 and 0027: a software 
input panel of a software input method based on the state of an 
application, e.g., a state corresponding to the currently focused field 
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in which data is to be entered], wherein each of the plurality of text 
fields are configured to receive a sequence of text characters [See 
U 0006: strings of characters or other symbols, such as those most 
likely to be needed by a user when entering data. For example, 
when editing in a browser's address field, the user's most-recently 
accessed Internet and/or Intranet websites may appear on 
displayed keys for easy selection, along with strings such as "http:/" 
"www. " and/or ".com" that are frequently needed]; 

• a context component having an first interface invocable by executable 
software code for setting first and second input scopes for respective 
first and second text fields of the plurality of text fields for the 
application [See 0027: the graphical windowing environment 200 may 
provide such user input to an application program 202 (FIG. 2) that 
includes a window having current input focus, wherein the user input 
is typically sent to the application window in the form of one or more 
keyboard character events. Note that a number of applications 200 
may be executable by the computer system, however one application 
that is currently running is said to have input focus, and receive the 
input, such as via an input field therein, which is typically configured 
as a separate input window. Further, note that "application program" is 
intended to mean any executable software code], wherein the first and 
second input scopes are different input scopes and chosen from, 
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among other things, a list of input scopes [See U 0029: a displayable 
list of available input methods]; 



• a recognizer operably coupled to the context component and input 
mechanism for invoking a second interface of the context component 
for receiving and applying the first and second input scopes for the 
respective first and second text fields [See U U 0031- 0033: The 
application 202 can communicate information to the software input 
method 206, such as via an API call. In turn the HnputMethod 
interface 208 is implemented by the selected software input method 
206 for communicating with the selected software input method 206 
... HRESULT ReceiveSiplnfo ( [in] SIPINFO *psi )], such that 
sequences of text characters are entered into each of the first and 
second input fields (See U 0040), the sequence of text characters are 
compared with text within the respective first and second input 
scopes set in order to determine what text input is expected by the 
application for the respective first and second text input fields [See U 
0008: the software input method manager communicates with a state 
determination mechanism that is external to the application, yet can 
determine the state of the application, such as its currently focused 
field ... e.g., via the field's window class and other available data), 
such that the software input method manager can select a suitable 
input method . . . determine that a field of the application is directed to 
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receiving an Internet or Intranet address, and can thus communicate 
state information corresponding to a field identifier to the software 
input method manager. The software input method manager can then 
select an appropriate input method for that field]. 

Andrew, however, does not specifically teach "an input scope is a subset 
of a language used to define what one or more words, numbers, or 
punctuations can be written and in what order they are allowed to be 
written to form a sequence of text characters in the text input fields." 

Reynar teaches an input scope is a subset of a language used to define 
what one or more words, numbers, or punctuations can be written and in 
what order they are allowed to be written to form a sequence of text 
characters in the text input fields [See U 0014-0018: an input source for a 
text component is stochastic ... a text component can be a subset of the 
text selection that the user enter ... by reevaluating the interim list of 
alternatives based on natural principles applied by the natural language 
model to the text selection as a whole]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Andrew with Reynar because it would have 
provided the enhanced capability for automatically selecting a software 
input method and/or adjusting the keys displayed on a software input 
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panel of a software input method based on the state of an application, 
e.g., a state corresponding to the currently focused field in which data is to 
be entered. 



As to claim 2: 

Andrew teaches a parameter for passing a list of words [See U U 0034 and 
0037: the selected software input method 206 as a parameter 
accompanying this Select( ) method call, and the input method normally 
creates a child window of this input panel 402. The selected software input 
method 206 is also provided with a pointer to a value, which is set to 
nonzero by the selected software input method 206 if the method call is 
successful or zero if not successful]. 

As to claim 3: 

Andrew teaches a parameter for passing a list of phrases scopes [See U U 
0034 and 0037]. 

As to claim 4: 

Andrew teaches a parameter for passing a common input scope scopes 
[See H H 0034 and 0037]. 
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As to claim 5: 

Andrew teaches the common input scope comprises a defined format with 
an associated fixed list of characters [See U U 0032 and 0033: HnputMethod 
interface . . . H RESULT GetlmData ( [in] DWORD dwSize, [out] LPVOID 
pvlmData ); H RESULT SetlmData ([in] DWORD dwSize, [in] LPVOID 
pvlmData]. 

As to claim 6: 

Andrew teaches a parameter for passing a regular expression [See U U 0034 
and 0037]. 

As to claim 7: 

Andrew teaches a parameter for passing a set of input scopes [See U U 0034 
and 0037]. 

As to claim 8: 

Andrew teaches a method invoked for obtaining a set of input scopes [See U U 
0034 and 0037]. 

As to claim 9: 

Andrew teaches a method invoked for obtaining a list of phrases [See U U 
0029, 0034, 0037, and 0044]. 
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As to claim 10: 

Andrew teaches a method invoked for obtaining a list of words [See U 
0029, 0034, 0037, and 0044]. 

As to claim 11: 

Andrew teaches a method invoked for obtaining a regular expression [See 
H H 0032- 0034]. 

As to claim 12: 

Andrew teaches recognizer comprises a recognizer for speech [See U 0055: 
recognition ... speech]. 

As to claim 13: 

Andrew teaches recognizer comprises a recognizer for handwriting [See 
UU 0029 and 0055: handwriting recognition]. 

As to claim 14: 

The combination of Andrew with Reynar teaches recognizer comprises a 
recognizer for an input method editor [See Reynar; fflj 0046 -0048, 0052, 
0053, 0054, and 0056-0058: an input method editor (IME) 250]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Andrew with Reynar because it would have 
provided the enhanced capability for automatically selecting a software input 
method and/or adjusting the keys displayed on a software input panel of a 
software input method based on the state of an application, e.g., a state 
corresponding to the currently focused field in which data is to be entered. 

As to claims 16, 18 -23, 24, 25, and 27: 

Refer to the rejection of Claims 2-8, 10, 9 and 1 1 , respectively. Claims 16, 
1 8 -23, 24, 25, and 27 are the same as Claims 2-8, 1 0, 9 and 1 1 , except 
Claims 16, 18 -23, 24, 25, and 27 are method Claims and Claims 2-8, 10, 
9 and 1 1 are computer-readable storage medium Claims. 

As to claim 26: 

Andrew teaches invoking the second application program interface for an 
input scope of set for text field of the application comprises obtaining a 
common input scope [See Iffl 0031-0033]. 

As to claim 28: 

Andrew teaches a computer-readable storage medium have computer 
executable instructions [See Claim 13: A computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 29 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, subject to a final 
search. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14, 16 and 1 8-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is 
considered to have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should 
review each identified reference carefully before responding to this office 
action to properly advance the case in light of the prior art. 
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Contact information 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4093. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
9:00am - 5:30 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached at (571) 
272-4137. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance 
from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Maikhanh Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2176 

l<Doug Mutton/ 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



